
2 Corinthians 5:11-21

As Christians, the nature of our relationship to God, through Jesus, 
calls us to seek that same reconciled relationship for those that do not have it.

Paul, in chapter 5 of his second letter to the Corinthian church, spoke to this truth.  He called it 
the “ministry of reconciliation." One of the main definitions of ministry is “the spiritual work or service 
of any Christian or a group of Christians.”  Now we can list all kinds of ministries that we and other 
Christians can be and are involved in.  At our church we even have “ministry teams” that help target 
areas of need that we can serve or work in, from the Children’s Ministry Team to the Live Nativity 
Ministry Team. Some of us serve on one specific team, some on several teams and some serve on 
no team at all.  And that is ok because God has given different people different talents to meet 
different needs. But the ministry that Paul is speaking of is one that every Christian is called to.

The ministry of reconciliation is based on our fear of God (11-13)
There is a lot going on in this passage as Paul begins to lay the foundation for the ministry of 

reconciliation. There is however a key phrase that speaks to an important aspect of our relationship to 
God that is often misunderstood. 
1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-13.  In verse 11 Paul says “we know what it is to fear the Lord.” How 

would you describe what the fear of the Lord means to you?
2. Read Hebrews12:28-29 and compare it to your description. Were the words “reverence” and 

“awe” a part of that description?
3. Read Deuteronomy 10:12, 20-21 and describe how those verses speak to the level of reverence 

and awe we should have for God. 
4. Paul indicates this fear or great level of reverence and awe for God is the basis for trying to 

persuade others. What is the level of your reverence and awe for God? Spend some time in 
prayer praising God for who he is and thanking him for what he has done for you. Does that 
motivate you to want the same for those that do not have such a relationship?

The ministry of reconciliation is driven by Christ’s love (14-17)
Again there is a lot going on in these few verses, but again let’s focus in on, in this case, two 

important phrases in verses 14 and 15.  “For Christ’s love compels us”……”should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.”  So what does it mean for Christ’s 
love to compel us, to control us, and to drive us in such a way that we no longer live for “me, myself 
and I” but instead are focusing our thoughts and actions on pleasing the One who died for us and was 
raised again.  It means we no longer regard people from a worldly point of view. Because of our close 
identification with Christ in both His death and resurrection, we begin to see other as Christ does, in 
need of a Savior. Paul calls this close connection or identification with Jesus being “in Christ” and 
states that the new creation has come to “those who live.” So with all this “in Christ” identification and 
newness it should be no surprise that Christ’s love would be a driving force for the ministry of 
reconciliation.



1. To what extent is the way you live your life compelled, controlled or motivated by Christ’s love as 
demonstrated by his death on the cross to pay the price for your sins?  What are some other 
people or causes that compete for control of our lives today?

2. Read Galatians 2:20.  What is the key to living a more Christ controlled life? Can you find other 
passages in the Bible that speak to this same key?

3. Paul states that because of Christ’s compelling or controlling love, we are to no longer regard 
anyone from a worldly point of view. How then are we to regard or view them? How did Christ 
view them in Luke 19:10 and Matthew 18:11?

4. Paul concludes with a “in Christ” statement that speaks to the new creation we are and the new 
perspective we have because of that type of relationship.  Can you find other passages about that 
“in Christ” relationship?

5. Pray for a more Christ controlled and “in Christ” life that drives you to see those around you in 
need of the same saving grace that has made you a new creation.

The ministry of reconciliation is required because of the problem of sin (18-19)
In this passage Paul gets at the heart of the need for the ministry of reconciliation in verse 19 

when he said that God, “in Christ,” was “not counting peoples sins against them.” Reconciliation, in 
it’s most basic definition, is the “the restoration of friendly relations.”  And ever since Adam and Eve 
there has been the need to reconcile or restore friendly relations with God because of the problem of 
sin.  Our sins have been counting against us and separating us from a friendly relation with God.  
Only “in Christ” and what he did on the cross to pay the price for our sins is reconciliation made 
possible. Many people have asked and continue to ask: Why only “in Christ?”  Why only one way to 
be reconciled? There is a trifold answer to that question: Because there is only one God, because 
everyone has the same problem with sin, and because only God can solve that sin problem.
1. Think about what it means to be part of the “us” in verse 18, the ones that God has reconciled to 

himself through Christ. How does it feel to have the restoration of friendly relations with the One 
who made everything, the One who made you to live forever and the One who made the one way 
for you to live with Him forever. Can someone share their testimony of when that reconciliation 
first became a reality in their life?

2. Why do you think it is difficult for some people to accept that everyone, including them, has a sin 
problem that separates them from God and that only He can solve? What does the Bible say in 
Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23 and Ephesians 2:8-9 about that sin problem and what we can do to 
solve it on our own? In Romans 10:9-10, what is the only response that God will accept?

3. So if the ministry of reconciliation is required because of the universal problem of sin, why do you 
think He gave this ministry, this message, to all of “us?”

The ministry of reconciliation makes us ambassadors for Christ (20-21)
In verses 21 and 22 Paul comes to the conclusion that has called out to every Christian down 

through the ages and calls out to us today. We, those that have confessed and believed, are to 
consider ourselves as ambassadors for Christ. Now by definition, an ambassador is one sent to a 
foreign country to represent the country he/she is from. But for us, the foreign country is not just a 
physical location like the Dominican Republic or Uganda, but rather the spiritually lost all around us, 
wherever God may call us to serve or to live. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are called to take the 
message of our King to the “ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8), imploring men and women everywhere to 
be reconciled to God.
1. Do you consider yourself an ambassador for Christ? Why or Why not?
2. What could you do to be a better ambassador for Christ? One action you could take is to 

memorize 2 Corinthians 5:20.
3. Pray for a greater awareness of your role as an ambassador for Christ and the empowering of the 

Holy Spirt to be active and intentional in imploring the lost to be reconciled to God.
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